
Did you know there is more 
to www.RomeNews-Tribune.com 
than just today’s
newspaper? Not only can
you find the latest local
news as well as headlines 
from around the region and
state, but there are also 
reader-friendly interactive 
features to explore.

Vote in our LOCAL POLL.
The current question: “The 
holiday shopping season is 
officially here. How much 
will you spend?”

So far, more than half of 
those who responded said
they plan to spend a lot less
than last year.

You can manage your 
Rome News-Tribune 
SUBSCRIPTION online.
Start a subscription, update
account information, start
or stop delivery, enter a
service issue, view your 
account history or make a
secure payment.

Did you miss the
CHRISTMAS PARADE?
Visit our Web site to see
more photographs and a
video.

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 3, the 338th day of 2008. 
There are 28 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History
On Dec. 3, 1967, surgeons in Cape Town, South Africa, 
led by Dr. Christiaan Barnard performed the first hu-
man heart transplant on Louis Washkansky, who lived 
18 days with the new heart.

On this date
1818 — Illinois was admitted as the 21st state.
1828 — Andrew Jackson was elected president of the
United States by the Elec-
toral College.
1857 — English novelist
Joseph Conrad was born
in Berdychiv, Poland.
1947 — The Tennessee 
Williams play “A Street-
car Named Desire”
opened on Broadway.
1953 — The musical “Kis-
met” opened on Broad-
way.
1960 — The musical
“Camelot” opened on Broadway.
1979 — Eleven people were killed in a crush of fans at
Cincinnati’s Riverfront Coliseum, where the British
rock group The Who was performing.

Today’s Birthdays
Elizabeth Porter of Rome is 85. Coun-
try singer Ferlin Husky is 83. Singer
Andy Williams is 81. Movie director
Jean-Luc Godard is 78. Rock singer
Ozzy Osbourne is 60. Actor Steven
Culp is 53. Actress Daryl Hannah is
48. Actress Julianne Moore is 48. Ac-
tor Brendan Fraser is 40. Singer Mon-
tell Jordan is 40. Actor Royale Wat-
kins is 39. Actor Bruno Campos is 35.
Actress Holly Marie Combs is 35. Ac-
tress Lauren Roman is 33. Pop-rock
singer Daniel Bedingfield is 29. Ac-
tress Anna Chlumsky is 28. Actor Brian Bonsall is 27.
Actress Amanda Seyfried is 23. Actor Michael Angara-
no is 21. Actor Jake T. Austin is 14.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Thought for today

‘There is a way to
look at the past.
Don’t hide from it. It
will not catch you if 
you don’t repeat it.’

Pearl Bailey
American entertainer

(1918-1990)
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Shop Greater Rome...
It Keeps Your

Dollars at Home

• Create and Retain More Local Jobs
• Convenience

Saves Time & Gas
• Customer Service

You’re Buying From
Friends and Neighbors

Sponsored by the
Small Business Action Council www.romega.com

706.232.8477
4159 Martha Berry Highway, NW

Rome, Georgia
www.floyd.org

Free Blood Pressure Checks

Caring for Patients
of All Ages

Louis Spencer, M.D.

Louis Spencer, M.D.

To make an appointment
or for more information,
call 706.232.8477 today.

GUTTERS CLEANED

FREE with installation of
The Gutter Shield®

706-295-5749 www.acleangutter.com

Seafood,
Chops

Take Out/Catering on premise and off site available

Tues. - Fri, 11am-2pm
Wednesday - Saturday 5pm-9pm

Sunday 11am-2pm
1802 Redmond Rd ~ Rome, GA 30165

706-204-8766

Tues - Fri 11am-2pm

A Taste of Inspiration
Casual Dining

Early Bird Dinner
5 pm-6 pm $9.99

Choice of 6 Entrees:
Crab Cake, London Broil,
Chick Scallopini, Fried

Shrimp each with 2 sides

Early

 

Bird

 

Dinner

Seafood, 
ChopsChops

of InspirationA Taste of

 

Sassafras Grille
Sunday Buffet

Best in Town $12.99

By Bryant Steele
Rome News-Tribune Business Editor
JBSteele@RN-T.com / 706-290-5272

With the official launch of 
AT&T’s 3G wireless broad-
band network in Floyd Coun-
ty, local mobile consumers
can get access to services pre-
viously available only in the
state’s larger metro areas, the 
company said in announcing
the service Tuesday.

“It gives you the feel of a per-
sonal computer on the go,” said 
KirkBaker, retail data manager 
for AT&T. Users of 3G-capable 
handheld devices and laptop 
computers can watch streaming 
video of TV shows, surf the 
wireless Internet at a greater 
speed than traditional wireless 
access and share live video dur-
ing a call, among other things.

AT&T Video Share, a relative-
ly new service, enables people 
with 3G devices equipped with 
the service to share live video 
while carrying on a conversa-
tion. It would have business 
uses — real estate, for example 
— as well as recreational, like 
sharing a youth sports match 

with an absent family member. 
(Both users would have to be in 
a 3G market.)

“I think (Video Share) will 
be the new normal,” said 
Drew Giblin, corporate com-
munications manager.

Rome is Georgia’s smallest 
municipality with what AT&T 
calls the fastest 3G network 
in the nation. The company 
upgraded technology at 14 ex-
isting cell sites, and the en-
hanced service covers more 
than 90 square miles.

“It’s significant and important 
to be included with other cities 
that have 3G, being the smallest 
municipality in the fold, as far 
as business and livability is-
sues,” Mayor Wright Bagby said. 
“It will allow those tired of oth-
er aspects in their metro area 
a choice in where to live and 
take their business.

“The city is about 33 square 
miles, so (the 90 square miles 
of coverage) is a significant 
symbol to start with.”

With the addition of Rome, 
the AT&T 3G network is now 
available in more than 335 U.S. 
major metropolitan areas. 

He argued that failing to col-
lect the tax is unfair to local 
merchants who must charge 
their customers, but Louder-
milk said security concerns 
and shipping charges are slow-
ing the shift to online buys.

Smith also expressed skep-
ticism.

“Realistically, this is a glob-
al market, … and there’s no 
way to enforce (a tax collec-
tion) absent an international 
treaty,” he said.

Local legislators were more 
supportive of the city’s push 
to let local governments col-
lect their own sales tax in-
stead of having retailers fun-
nel it through the state.

Bagby said Rome, Floyd 
County and Tax Commission-
er Kevin Payne are volun-
teering to be a test site for the 
system used successfully in 
Alabama.

“It’s not just that we’d get 
the money quicker,” he said. 
“The bigger issue is informa-
tion. We could make better 
decisions if we knew things 
like the economic impact of 
special events, but we can’t 
get that data from the state.”

Bennett provided a prime 
example of the problem with 
the local option sales tax and 
special purpose, local option 
sales tax. Although both the 
LOST and SPLOST are 1-cent 
collections, payouts from the 
state differ widely for each 
during the same month, he 
said. 

“I’m always in favor of local 
control, and I think this could 
be good,” Loudermilk said 
following an extended discus-
sion. “It’s worth looking at.”

Other issues topping the 
board’s priority list — trans-
portation funding and the 
statewide water plan — will 
likely be addressed during 
the session, Smith said.

“But most of the policy is-
sues this year will be driven 
by budget issues, by what the 
budget allows us to do,” he 
cautioned.

All three legislators said 
they expect the General As-
sembly to release property 
tax homestead credit rebates 
to local governments that 
were frozen this fall, although 
the credit could disappear in 
future years.

The reimbursement means 
about $4.6 million to Rome 
and Floyd County govern-
ments and schools. 

Elizabeth Porter 
is 85 years old.

AT&T launches 
3G wireless here

Chambliss’ mantra on the 
runoff campaign trail was sim-
ple: His re-election was critical 
to prevent Democrats in Wash-
ington from having a blank 
check. Chambliss, 65, had an-
gered some conservatives with 
his vote for the $700 billion 
bailout of the financial services 
industry and his early support 
in 2007 for the guest worker 
provision in President Bush’s 
immigration bill. But fearful of 
unchecked Democratic domi-
nance, some came back into the 
GOP fold Tuesday.

Martin made the economy 
the centerpiece of his bid, cast-
ing himself as a champion for 
the neglected middle class. He 
also linked himself at every op-
portunity to Barack Obama and 
his message of change. The 
Democratic president elect 
was a no show on the campaign 
trail in Georgia but did record 
a radio ad and automated 
phone calls for Martin.

In the end, Martin, a 63-year-
old former state lawmaker 
from Atlanta, wasn’t able to 
get Obama voters back to the 
polls in large enough numbers 

to overcome the Republican 
advantage in Georgia, which 
has become an increasingly a 
reliable red state since 2002.

Turnout was light throughout 
the state Tuesday. A spokesman 
for Secretary of State Karen 
Handel predicted between 18 
and 20 percent of the state’s 5.75 
million registered voters would 
cast ballots — far less than the 
65 percent who voted in last 
month’s general election. 

Republi-
can Lauren 
“Bubba” 
McDonald 
reclaimed a 
seat on the 
Public Ser-
vice Com-
mission by 
fending off 
a spirited 
challenge 
from Jim 
Powell, 
striking a 
blow to 
Democrats 
seeking a 
foothold on 
the five-member panel.

With 95 percent of state pre-
cincts reporting, McDonald held 
a comfortable lead over Powell 
with 57 percent of the vote.

McDonald won Floyd Coun-
ty by a 66 percent to 34 per-
cent margin, 10,663 to 5,431.

The runoff also pitted Sara 
Doyle against Mike Sheffield 
for an open seat on the Geor-

gia Court of Appeals. Doyle 
etched out a narrow lead over 
Sheffield, grabbing almost 52 
percent of the vote with 95 
percent of the precincts state-
wide reporting.

Doyle beat Sheffied in 
Floyd County, but just barely, 
winning by a 50.8 percent to 
49.2 percent margin, 7,117 
votes to 6,895. 

In a runoff for judge of the

Lookout 
Mountain 
Judicial Cir-
cuit, which 
includes 
Chattooga, 
Catoosa, 
Dade and 
Walker 
counties, 
Brian 
House was 
beating Lar-
ry Stagg 60 
percent to 
40 percent 
with 95 per-
cent of the 
precincts 
reporting.  

Charles “Chuck” Thaxton, 
running as an independent, 
defeated incumbent District 
9 Polk County Board of Educa-
tion member Jerry Baldwin.

The final, unofficial results 
posted Tuesday night at the poll-
ing office in Cedartown were: 
Thaxton, 575; Baldwin, 362.

In Gordon County, John Park-
er was successful in his bid to 
replace his father as Gordon 
County Probate Judge.

With 14 of 15 precincts report-
ing, Parker, who currently 
works in Probate Court, defeat-
ed Dianne Kirby 6,116 to 3,113. 

Ryan Smith / Rome News-Tribune

Evie Watson (right) helps Thomas Lambert (left) and Richard Estes sign in to vote in 
Tuesday’s runoff elections in the Watters precinct at Model High School.

RUNOFF from 1A

TAXES from 1A

Sara Doyle was 
winning the Court 
of Appeals seat 
by a narrow lead 
with 95 percent 
of precincts 
reporting.

Lauren 
McDonald beat 
Jim Powell to 
retain his Public 
Service 
Commission seat.

338 3,233 12,084
222 1,336 5,192

289 2,890 10,663
225 1,384 5,431

264 1,822 7,117
170 1,828 6,895

U.S. Senate
Saxby Chambliss 531 240 365 275 236 746 114 436 199 298 460 280 570 507 567 295 140 536 351 55 223 134 502 453
Jim Martin 156 50 102 163 61 269 23 94 55 154 152 72 208 313 330 116 46 359 309 236 38 45 123 160
Public Service Commissioner (to succeed Angela E. Speir)
Lauren McDonald 478 214 321 247 207 653 95 388 168 254 411 256 515 455 484 259 117 452 288 51 189 120 463 399
Jim Powell 172 59 123 163 70 288 30 110 60 166 159 78 226 321 348 121 51 346 316 211 55 44 126 179
Court of Appeals Judge (to succeed John H. Ruffin)
Sara Doyle 315 118 198 191 109 414 53 223 114 188 256 135 336 336 390 178 63 367 246 119 115 73 235 259
Mike Sheffield 248 113 195 172 138 411 64 214 98 191 235 158 314 348 335 174 84 324 258 94 104 78 290 257

How Floyd County voted in Dec. 2, 2008, runoffs


