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2009 CADILLAC XLR
The Cadillac XLR roadster enters 2009 with a revised model 
lineup that is focused on more dramatic design, technology 
and craftsmanship.
Cadillac’s retractable hardtop roadster features new color 
choices, revised interior trim and enhanced electronics for 
2009 -- and only the finest editions of the XLR will be offered: 
The luxurious XLR Platinum and the high-performance XLR-
V.
The XLR Platinum is equipped with a 320-horsepower 4.6L 
Northstar V-8 VVT. The XLR-V is powered with a 443-
horsepower 4.4L Northstar V-8 supercharged engine.
Changes for 2009 include an improved version of Magnetic 
Ride Control system and amenities such as a heated steering
wheel. XLR’s advanced technologies also include Adaptive 
Forward Lighting that enables the headlamps to swivel in
concert with vehicle steering; a head-up display; StabiliTrak; 
heated and cooled seats; Keyless Access with push-button 
start; and DVD navigation and entertainment.
The 2009 XLR includes a new front fascia, new rear fascia 
and new side fender vents. Also new is hand-cut and sewn 
leather used on the upper instrument panel. This hand-
stitched and wrapped leather lends tailored elegance to the
cabin, representing Cadillac’s new approach to modern and 
elegant interior craftsmanship. Base model estimated mpg: 
15/24
Estimated starting price: $83,530

Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE
Chevy Avalanche is the most flexible utility vehicle, 
combining the passenger-comfort attributes of an SUV with 
the cargo capability of a truck. It features segment-leading 
fuel economy and flex-fuel capability; a sharp, precise 
driving feel, interior refinement and notable quietness -- it 
also has a maximum towing capacity of 8,100 pounds.
Avalanche’s efficiency is enhanced in ‘09 with the new, fuel-
saving six-speed automatic transmission. It helps deliver 
improved highway fuel mileage by incorporating two 
overdrive gears (fifth and sixth gears) that allow the engine to
operate at a lower speed on the highway. The lower engine 
speed also contributes to a quieter passenger environment.
The Avalanche is available in LS, LT and LTZ models, with 
2WD and 4WD. The standard powertrain includes an efficient 
5.3L V-8 with Active Fuel Management technology that 
seamlessly switches from eight-cylinder to four-cylinder 
operation to save fuel. A 6.0L V-8 engine with Active Fuel 
Management and variable valve timing (VVT) is also 
available. Several of Avalanche’s engines are FlexFuel-
capable, meaning they can run on E85 ethanol-based fuel.
Avalanche’s flexibility enables it to function as an SUV, truck 
or both, thanks to the exclusive Midgate. The Midgate opens 
to extend the cargo-carrying capability from the cargo bed’s 
5-foot-3-inch-long length to 8 feet 2 inches.
Base model estimated mpg: 14/20
Estimated starting price: $35,205
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET AVEO
Fuel-efficient Chevrolet Aveo is an uncompromising
performer, with a great design, a smooth, safe driving 
experience and amenities that are rare in the small-car 
segment.
For 2009, a more powerful engine, the 1.6L Gen 3 Ecotec, is 
standard in all models, delivering more usable horsepower 
with the same great fuel efficiency. 
The Aveo sedan offers smart-looking styling and roomy 
interior characterized by thoughtful details and refinement. It 
also delivers confident, dynamic driving experiences and 
generous features usually seen in more expensive cars, 
challenging the expectations of what an entry-level car can 
deliver.
In addition to the more powerful engine and the ‘09 Aveo 
lineup includes the following new or revised features: OnStar 
standard on all models; XM Satellite Radio available; Revised 
driver information center with outside temperature display 
and fuel economy/driving range function; New 15-inch 
aluminum alloy five-spoke wheels; New 15-inch steel wheel 
with bolt-on wheel cover; Three new exterior colors: Black 
Granite Metallic, Blue Moon and Tahiti Green; New Charcoal 
leatherette seating; and Available leather-wrapped steering 
wheel and shift knob (included with leatherette seating).
The Aveo sedan is high in style and progressive in attitude. 
It features crisp, sculpted lines and a wide, confident stance. 
The design skillfully creates the illusion of a larger car.
Base model estimated mpg: 27/34
Estimated starting price: $14,255
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET AVEO 5
The Aveo5’s signature “tall car” design boasts smooth lines 
and short front and rear overhangs that give it a bold 
personality. It was conceived for maximum versatility and 
practicality.
New exterior styling for 2009 includes a front-end design that 
leaves no doubt that the Aveo5 is a contemporary Chevy. 
Signature, Malibu-inspired upper and lower grilles are 
flanked by sweeping headlamps that give this small car big 
attitude. At the rear, a lower fascia insert and roof-mounted 
spoiler complete the sporty look.
The Aveo5 has a standard rear wiper/washer and 60/40 flip-
and-fold seats.
Aveo5’s cabin reflects youthful refinement. A tall car design 
and generous dimension offer ample interior space -- 
capable of accommodating passengers more than 6 feet tall 
in each of the five seating positions. A combination of 
sound-dampening technologies and aerodynamics provides 
a quiet and comfortable ride, even at higher speeds.
Powering the Aveo5 is of GM’s sophisticated 16-valve four-
cylinder engine. This 1.6L Ecotec engine features variable 
valve timing for optimal power and fuel efficiency. It is rated 
at 106 horsepower and 107 lb.-ft. of torque. A smooth-
shifting, five-speed manual transmission is standard and an 
Aisin four-speed automatic is available.
Base model estimated mpg: 27/34
Estimated starting price: $12,120
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET COBALT
The sleek Chevrolet Cobalt greets 2009 with enhancements 
that provide increased fuel efficiency.
Along with more-efficient performance, the ‘09 Cobalt offers 
customer-focused enhancements that build on a package of 
choices, convenience and safety features. With an industry-
best five-year/100,000-mile powertrain warranty, an 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety “Best Pick” for safety 
it is no wonder the Cobalt is one of the most popular choices 
in the small-car segment.
The 2009 Cobalt lineup includes LS, LT and the turbocharged 
SS models -- an SS sedan joins the ranks this year. The SS 
coupe and sedan are powered by a sophisticated 2.0L 
turbocharged and intercooled Ecotec engine that uses direct 
injection technology to provide a great balance of performance 
and fuel efficiency.
The Sport Appearance Package includes a rear spoiler, larger 
body-color fascias and rocker moldings; 17-inch polished 
aluminum wheels with performance tires; chrome exhaust 
tip; fog lamps; white-face sport gauges; leather-wrapped 
steering wheel and shifter knob; and steering wheel audio 
controls.
Variable valve timing added to the 2.2L Ecotec engine 
enables more efficient performance, along with an increase in 
horsepower from 148 to 155 hp. 
New exterior colors -- Silver Ice Metallic, Gold Mist Metallic 
and Silver Moss Metallic -- are added to the Cobalt’s color 
palette.
Base model estimated mpg: 25/37
Estimated starting price: $15,670
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET COLORADO
Chevy’s midsize Colorado pickup enters 2009 with a host of 
performance enhancements, including a new, 5.3L V-8 
engine option and new brake system. These features, along
with the return of the ZQ8 sport suspension and a new family 
of stylish wheels, increase the Colorado’s capability and
refreshes its stylish appearance.
Colorado’s new 5.3L V-8 is available on extended cab and 
crew cab models. It pumps out 300 horsepower and delivers
320 lb.-ft. of torque of robust torque for an exceptional
maximum towing capacity of 6,000 pounds. Effortless 
highway driving also is an attribute of the new V-8, enabling
0-60 mph performance of less than 7 seconds.
A revised fuel control module helps most 2009 Colorado 
models equipped with the 2.9L and 3.7L engines achieve
better fuel economy than previous models.
Colorado receives a new brake system that delivers greater 
stopping power and an improved brake pedal feel.
increases to 25 mpg -- an increase of nearly 14 percent over 
the ‘08 rating. StabiliTrak stability control is standard.
Colorado is available in regular cab, extended cab and crew
cab configurations, as well as 2WD and 4WD.
Colorado can seat up to six. Standard features include rack-
and-pinion steering, XM Satellite Radio, intermittent wipers, 
air conditioning, tilt steering wheel, cruise control and 
folding outside mirrors.
Base model estimated mpg: 18/24
Estimated starting price: $16,905

Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET CORVETTE
The 2009 Corvette lineup includes the coupe and convertible, 
each powered by the 430-horsepower LS3 V-8, and the 
incomparable Corvette Z06. Equipped with the 505-
horsepower LS7 engine and built on a lightweight chassis, 
the Z06 is a street-going descendent of the championship-
winning Corvette racing program.
Three suspension choices allow drivers to choose the setup 
that best suits their driving style. The standard suspension is 
tuned for a balance of ride comfort and precise handling. The 
optional Magnetic Selective Ride Control suspension features 
magneto-rheological dampers able to detect road surfaces 
and adjust the damping rates to those surfaces almost 
instantly for optimal ride control.
The Z51 Performance Package brings performance very 
close to the widely admired previous generation Z06. The 
Z51 offers more aggressive dampers and springs, larger 
stabilizer bars, Goodyear Eagle F1 Supercar EMT tires, 
enhanced cooling and larger cross-drilled brake rotors (13.4 
inches / 340 mm in front and 13 inches / 330 mm in rear) for 
optimum track performance while still providing a comfortable 
ride.
Base model estimated mpg: 16/26
Estimated starting price: $47,895
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET EQUINOX
Chevrolet Equinox’s combination of sleek styling, confident 
performance, a spacious interior and good efficiency make a 
popular choice with compact SUV crossover customers.
The Equinox arrives in the 2009 model year with 
enhancements to its winning formula. Head curtain side-
impact airbags with rollover protection sensors are standard, 
as is XM Satellite radio.
An all-new feature for the Equinox is Bluetooth connectivity 
available with the OnStar system. It enables hands-free 
phone calling in connection with the vehicle audio system. 
There are also three new exterior colors: Silver Ice Metallic, 
Gold Mist Metallic and Cyber Gray Metallic.
The Equinox is available in LS, LT, LTZ and Sport models, 
each available with all-wheel drive. The performance-oriented 
Equinox Sport packs a unique 3.6L V-6 engine and six-speed 
automatic transmission.
The five-passenger Equinox is one of the few compact SUVs 
equipped with a standard V-6 engine. It is powered by a 3.4L 
V-6, rated at 185 horsepower and 210 lb.-ft. of torque.
Equinox Sport is powered by a high-feature 3.6L V-6. It is a 
DOHC engine with variable valve timing that delivers 264 
horsepower and 250 lb.-ft of torque.
Equinox’s standard Multiflex sliding rear seat can be moved 
nearly 8 inches fore or aft, as well as reclined. In the aft 
position, this seat provides generous legroom for three full-
size adults and a split seatback with two recline positions.
Base model estimated mpg: 17/24
Estimated starting price: $24,250
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET HHR
Powerful and efficient Ecotec engines are at the heart of the 
HHR. They provide good performance, value and convenience. 
Variable valve timing added to the base 2.2L Ecotec engine 
for ‘09 enables more efficient performance, along with an 
increase in horsepower from 149 to 155. This enhances the 
HHR’s fuel economy, giving it a driving range of approximately 
500 miles.
Also new for ‘09, the HHR’s 2.2L and 2.4L Ecotec engines are 
FlexFuel capable. The HHR brings a turbocharged dose of 
thrills that is unmatched in the segment. For ‘09, the GM 
Performance Division has combined the SS’s DNA with the 
unique HHR Panel to create a limited-edition HHR Panel 
SS.
The HHR SS is a high-performance vehicle like no other. 
Features such as “no-lift shift” and other driver-selectable 
performance modes help it achieve 0-60 mph performance in 
6.3 seconds. A new SS Performance Package debuts in ‘09 
and includes Brembo four-piston front brake calipers and a 
limited-slip differential.
In addition to the new HHR Panel SS model, variable valve 
timing for the 2.2L engine and E85 FlexFuel capability for the 
2.2L and 2.4L engines, new technology and safety features 
highlight the cross-lineup changes for 2009, as well as the 
inclusion of some previously optional equipment as
standard.
Base model estimated mpg: 22/32
Estimated starting price: $18,590
 Compiled by Motor Matters

2009 CHEVROLET IMPALA
For 2009, Impala’s value story is bolstered by new standard 
safety features, including thorax side-impact airbags and 
safety belt pretensioners for the front-seat lap belts. Anti-lock 
brakes and traction control are now standard. Available is 
new Bluetooth phone connectivity through the OnStar 
system.
The standard 3.5L V-6 is EPA-rated at 29 mpg on the 
highway, giving it fuel economy that matches or beats many 
smaller cars. Both the 3.5L and 3.9L engines are available 
with E85 FlexFuel capability. 
The Impala SS is an efficient performer, too, with a 5.3L V-8 
and Active Fuel Management. It is rated at 303 horsepower. 
Active Fuel Management can improve fuel economy by up to 
12 percent in certain driving conditions.
Changes to the 2009 Impala lineup are evolutionary and 
reflect streamlined packaging of popular features. They 
include: New-design 18-inch flangeless, polished aluminum 
wheel for the Impala SS; Four-wheel disc brakes with ABS 
and traction control are now standard on all models; 
Common rear spoiler design for all models (SS-style); 
Revised rocker molding design; Dual-zone manual climate 
control standard; Revised cupholder design; Illuminated 
vanity mirrors for driver/front passenger now standard.
There are also three new exterior colors: Silver Ice Metallic, 
Aqua Blue Metallic and Victory Red.
Base model estimated mpg: 19/29
Estimated starting price: $23,795
 Compiled by Motor Matters


