
Set Them Ablaze, 
Devils!

Grand Wishes for the 2008 Season!
2008 Blue Devils
Football Schedule

Aug. 29 Gordon Central

Sept. 5 Southeast Whitfi eld

Sept. 12 at Trion

Sept. 19 Armuchee

Sept. 26 at Adairsville

Oct. 4 Coosa (at Barron)

Oct. 10 Open

Oct. 17 at Temple

Oct. 24 at Rockmart

Oct. 31 Pepperell

Nov. 7 Region Playoff
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2008 PIGSKIN PREVIEW

By Jonathan Blaylock
Rome News-Tribune Sports Writer
JBlaylock@RN-T.com / 706-290-5256

The biggest hurdle the 
Georgia School for Deaf foot-
ball team will face this year 
will be the first obstacle they 

c o m e  u p 
against. 

T h e  T i -
gers,  who 
play eight-
man foot-
ball ,  will 
play their 
usual  11 -
man game 
against the 
Alabama 
School for 
the Deaf at 
an unusual 
time. 

The game 
will be the 
first game 
of the sea-

son for the Tigers and will 
take place Saturday, Sept. 6 
at 2 p.m. in Cave Spring

“Our advantage is we’ve got 
them here at 2 o’clock on a 
good old hot Georgia after-
noon,” GSD head coach Erik 
Whitworth said. “It doesn’t 
make a big difference, but it is 
a little cooler at that time.”

Whitworth tried to get the 
game scheduled as the opener 
so the team would have more 
time to practice. The two teams 
usually meet later in the sea-

son, leaving the Tigers only a 
week to prepare for the differ-
ences between eight-man and 
11-man football. 

“That gives us a good month 
to prepare. We’ve set up the 
basic offense and defense,” 
Whitworth said. “In eight-man, 
you can just tell your defensive 
end to crash in every play. At 
the most, they’re two players 
away from the quarterback. 

“If you keep doing that in 
11-man, you’ll get hurt. 
They’ve been picking it up. 
They remember the basics 
and what we’ve got to do.”

The team of 23 players will 
have their work cut out 
against ASD. GSD hasn’t de-
feated ASD since the two 
teams started playing every 
year beginning in 2001. 

The Tigers’ last win over 
ASD came in 1992 and the clos-
est they’ve come to posting  a 
win was last season when they 
lost 14-8. But if they’re going to 

defeat the Alabama school, 
this is the year to do it. 

More than half of the team 
is comprised of seniors and 
one of them had a huge im-
pact on the Tigers’ success 
— Timothy Simmons. 

Simmons earned a spot on 
the 2007 Rome News-Tribune 
All-Area team with 2,372 rush-
ing yard. He also scored 41 

touchdowns on the ground and 
had 472 yards and seven touch-
downs through the air. In all, 
he totaled over 2,700 yards of 
offense.

“He’s the man of the hour,” 
Whitworth said. “Him and the 
other two senior captains.”

Joining Simmons as senior 
captains are Davion Gilling 
and Edward Snipes. The oth-
er seniors on the team are 
Westley Blankenship, Bran-
don Stephens, Eric Williams, 
Charlie Chandler, Jonathan 
Roach, Jason Crosby, Jeremy 
Crosby, Kyle Taylor and Mat-
thew Whitlock. 

The team has set some high 
goals for themselves — as 
high as they can attain. Whit-
worth said he doesn’t like to 
set goals too high, but the 
team is confident they can be 
better than last season. 

In 2007, the Tigers finished 

7-1 and were co-national deaf 
champions along with Arkan-
sas School for the Deaf and 
Minnesota School for the 
Deaf. 

 “They’ve said, ‘We were 7-1 
and last year and we’re basi-
cally the same team. If we’re 
not 7-1 or better, we’re not do-
ing our job,’” Whitworth said.

“If we can get by that 11-
man game, we could have an 
outside chance of defending 
our national championship,” 
he added. “Looking at the 

schedule, if we get by Ala-
bama, we should finish 8-0.”

Whitworth is glad to have 
such a successful team, but 
he may have his hands full 
next season.

“I’ve been telling everybody 
who asks me about the team 
that this year will make me 
look like I know what I’m do-
ing,” he said. “I don’t want to 
over coach them. I can just 
stand there and look good. In 
the fall of 2009, I’ll find out 
what kind of coach I am.” 

7  Eric Welch  Jr.
8  Matthew Powers  So.
10  Jay Roberson  So.
12  Austin Royston  Fr.
14  Eric Williams  Sr.
20  Matthew Whitlock  Sr.
22  Jabril Moss  Jr.
30  Davion Gilling  Sr.
32  Edward Snipes  Sr.
34  Nestor Cacho  So.
40  Timothy Simmons  Sr.
42  Ryan Hall  Jr.
45  Brandon Stevens  Sr.
50  Charlie Chandler  Sr.
52  Jonathan Roach  Sr.
55  Dylan Stancil  Jr.
65  Westley Blankenship  Sr.
66  Jeremy Crosby  Sr.
75  Kyle Taylor  Sr.
77  Jason Crosby  Sr.
80  Argenis Beana  Jr.
81  Montrez West  Fr.
85  Javon Mason  Fr.

2008 SCHEDULEGSD

GSD coach Eric 
Whitworth’s 
TIgers shared 
the national deaf 
8-man football 
championship.

2008 ROSTER

Tigers, Simmons 
reay to run to title

Sept. 6  Ala. School for the Deaf
Sept. 13  Ohio School for the Deaf
Sept. 20  at N.C. School for the Deaf
Sept. 27  S.C. School for the Deaf
Oct. 4   N.C. School for the Deaf
Oct. 11  at Eastern N.C. School for the Deaf
Oct. 18  at Miss. School for the Deaf
Oct. 25  at S.C. School for the Deaf
Nov. 1  TBA

PLAYERS TO WATCH

Georgia School for the Deaf Tigers (from left) Davion Gilling, 
Timothy Simmons, Edward Snipes and Eric Williams.

File photo / Rome News-Tribune

GSD senior Timothy Simmons is considered one of the top 
deaf high school running backs in the nation.


